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 The Healthcare Law and You:  



In March 2010, President Obama signed into law the  

Affordable Care Act. 

 

 
 

The Health Care Law 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In March, 2010, President Obama signed into law the Affordable Care Act.The health care law contains key improvements for Americans of all ages – from protecting them from the worst insurance company abuses, to making health care more affordable, to increasing access to care.  But it also strengthens Medicare.  And that’s what I want to focus on today.



• Many free preventive services and a free annual wellness 
visit. 

• A 50% discount on covered brand-name medications for 
those in the prescription drug donut hole. In 2011, seniors 
saved an average of nearly $600. The donut hole will be closed 
in 2020. 

• Cracks down on fraud to protect Medicare, including tougher 
penalties for criminals. 

• Makes sure your doctors can spend  
more time with you and improve care  
coordination. 

• Improvements that extend the life 
of the Medicare Trust Fund. 

The Law Strengthens Medicare 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nearly 50 million seniors and Americans with disabilities depend on Medicare every day.  And the health care law makes Medicare even stronger by making several key improvements.   First, it makes many key preventive services available with no co-pay or deductible to help ensure that seniors don’t have to skip a potentially life-saving cancer screening because they can’t afford it.  Second, the law provides relief to people in the Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage gap – known as the “donut hole.”  Before the law, under Medicare Part D, seniors in the donut hole had to cover out of pocket all prescription drug costs between about $2700 and $6100.  The law gives those in the donut hole a 50% discount on their covered brand-name medications, and ultimately closes the gap by 2020. Third, it provides a historic boost to efforts that crack down on Medicare fraud.   Fourth, it contains tools that will make it easier for doctors to work together and coordinate your care.  And finally, the law does all of this while also extending the life of the Medicare Trust Fund. What this means for seniors overall is a stronger Medicare program that better meets their needs.



• Many preventive services like flu shots, diabetes 
screenings, mammograms, and other cancer screenings 
are free. 

 

• Every year, you can get a free Wellness Visit – a chance 
to sit down and spend more time with your doctor to 
discuss your health. 

 
 

The Law Keeps Seniors Healthy 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For too long, too many seniors have gone without critical preventive care because they couldn’t afford the co-pay.  A colon cancer screening could save your life, but it could also cost over a hundred dollars out of pocket.  That made it easy to put off.Now, people with Medicare can get these preventive services without thinking twice about it – a benefit more than twenty million seniors and Americans with disabilities have already taken advantage of.  And you can also get a free annual wellness visit, which is an opportunity to sit down and spend time talking to your doctor about your health.



Covering preventive services with no deductible or co-pay 

• In 2011, 2,988,548 people with Medicare in California received free 
preventive services – such as mammograms and colonoscopies – or 
a free annual wellness visit with their doctor  And in the first nine 
months of 2012, 1,722,968 people with Medicare received free 
preventive services in California. 

 

• Because of the law, 54 million Americans with private health 
insurance gained preventive service coverage with no cost-sharing, 
including 6,181,000 in California.   

 

• Approximately 47 million women now have guaranteed access to 
additional preventive services without cost-sharing for policies, 
including 5,306,748 in California. 

 

Two+ Years Later: The Benefits of the ACA for 
California 

http://www.healthcare.gov/prevention/index.html�


 
• Seniors in Medicare now get half-off your covered brand-

name drugs while in the donut hole. 

 

• This discount has already saved nearly 3 million people with 
Medicare an average of nearly $600 each. 

 

• These savings occur at the pharmacy. You don’t have to file 
any forms or wait for a check. 

 

• The donut hole will be closed by 2020. 

 
  

[ 

The Law Saves Seniors Money 



• Over the next ten years, the law will save the 
average person in Medicare $3,500.   

 

• People with Medicare who have the highest 
prescription drug costs will save an average of 
$12,300. 

The Law Saves Seniors Money 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Altogether, the law will save the average person in Medicare $3,500 over the next ten years.  The people with Medicare who have the highest prescription drug costs will save an average of $12,300.



Making prescription drugs affordable for seniors 

• Since the law was enacted, California residents with 
Medicare have saved a total of $366,516,510 on their 
prescription drugs.  

 

• In the first nine months of 2012, 200,308 people with 
Medicare received a 50 percent discount on their covered 
brand-name prescription drugs when they hit the donut hole. 
This discount has resulted in an average savings of $580 per 
person, and a total savings of $116,138,856 in California.  

Two+ Years Later: The Benefits of the ACA for 
California 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The law also saves seniors money.  In the past, as many as one in four seniors went without a prescription every year because they couldn’t afford it.  To help these seniors, the law provides relief for people in the donut hole – the ones with the highest prescription drug costs.  As a first step, in 2010, the four million people in the donut hole received a $250 check to help with their costs.  Today, the law gives them a 50 percent discount on their covered brand-name medications.   Thanks to the discounts, as of October 2011, 2.7 million people with Medicare have already received an average of nearly $600 in savings on their medications.  Going forward, the donut hole will get smaller each year, as the discounts continue and your Part D plan starts to cover more costs – and by 2020, the donut hole will be closed.  And these discounts occur automatically at the pharmacy.  You don’t have to do anything extra to get these savings.

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/65-older/drug-discounts/index.html�


The health care law provides unprecedented new tools and 
resources to fight and prevent fraud and abuse in Medicare. 
 

The Law Cracks Down on Fraud and Abuse 

“Metro Detroit Man Charged 
in $30 million Medicare 
Fraud Scheme” 
  -- Detroit Free Press 

“Fraud Offenders Convicted in Massive Home 
Healthcare Case” 
  -- The Miami Herald 

“Health Care Fraud 
Prosecutions on Pace To Rise 
85%” 
   -- USA Today 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And seniors will save even more from the steps the law takes to crack down on fraud and abuse.  Every time a criminal steals from Medicare, they drive up premiums and jeopardize the program’s future.  But in the past, Medicare hasn’t had the right tools or resources to go after these crooks.The health care law helps stop fraud with tougher screening procedures, stronger penalties, and new technology.  Thanks to the law, Medicare can now prevent fraud using the same safeguards your credit card company uses when someone buys ten flat screen TVs with your card.In 2010, anti-fraud activities returned a record $4 billion to taxpayers.  And the new tools in the health care law will help put even more money back in the Medicare trust fund.



• Sixteen individuals, including three doctors and one 
licensed physical therapist, are charged in Los Angeles 
with participating in various fraud schemes involving a 
total of $53.8 million in false billings.  In one case, four 
defendants are charged for allegedly participating in a 
fraud scheme at Alpha Ambulance Inc., which led to 
approximately $49.2 million in fraudulent billing for 
ambulance transportation.  The case represents the 
largest ambulance fraud scheme ever prosecuted by 
the Medicare Fraud Strike Force.  According to court 
documents, the defendants provided beneficiaries 
ambulance rides that were medically unnecessary. 

Medicare Fraud Strike Force Charges 91 
Individuals for Approximately $430 Million in False 

Billing 
 



• Protect your personal information. 

– Guard your Medicare and Social Security numbers. 

– Be suspicious of anyone who offers you free medical 
services or equipment. 

• Consider joining the Senior Medicare Patrol:  

– Volunteers do everything from explaining benefits to 
sending tips to investigators. 

• For more, visit www.stopmedicarefraud.gov.  
 

You Can Help Stop Fraud and Abuse 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are also more ways than ever for you to get involved in stopping fraud and safeguarding Medicare.  The most important thing you can do is protect your Medicare and Social Security numbers.  You can also join the Senior Medicare Patrol, a group of volunteers who help keep Medicare safe.  To learn more, go to stopmedicarefraud.gov. 

http://www.stopmedicarefraud.gov/�


• Some seniors with multiple chronic conditions see 
an average of 14 different doctors and fill 50 
prescriptions a year. 
 

• The health care law helps doctors and nurses 
coordinate care using electronic health records just 
like they do at health systems like Kaiser 
Permanente. 
 

• The law helps your doctors and specialists stay on 
the same page, helping you spend more time with 
your doctor.  
 

 

The Law Helps Improve Care 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another key feature of the law is making it easier for your doctors to work together to coordinate care.  Some seniors with multiple chronic conditions today see an average of 14 different doctors and fill 50 prescriptions a year.At health systems like Kaiser, they use innovative tools like electronic health records to make sure your doctors and nurses have the information they need and you get the right tests and medications.To help more seniors get the best care, the health care law includes new tools that help doctors and nurses learn from  leading health systems.



• Protection from the worst insurance company 
abuses 

 

• Makes health care more affordable 

 

• Better access to care 

 

 

The Law Helps Your Family 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of course, the law also contains important benefits for your children and grandchildren.  For too long, we had a health insurance market that worked very well for big insurance companies, but not so well for American families. Insurers could pick and choose who they gave coverage to.  And premiums were skyrocketing even as insurers made record profits.   In total, fifty million Americans were uninsured and tens of millions more had coverage that didn’t cover critical treatments and preventive care.  And many who did have coverage were afraid they could lose it if their employer dropped coverage or they switched jobs or retired.The health care law gives your children and grandchildren more security by protecting them from the worst insurance company abuses, making health care more affordable, and giving them better access to care. 



The Law Helps Your Family 

• Insurance companies can no longer deny coverage to 
children with pre-existing conditions. 

• An additional 2.5 million young adults have health 
insurance. 

• Millions more Americans have access to free 
preventive services. 

• Insurance companies are more accountable to 
consumers. 

• Thousands of new doctors and nurses around the 
country.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the past, insurance companies could take advantage of people.  They could deny coverage to children who had asthma or were born with a heart defect.  They could also put a cap on the amount of care they would pay for, leaving people without coverage when they needed it most.  And worst of all, they could cancel someone’s coverage when they got sick just by finding an accidental mistake in their paperwork. Under the law, there’s a new Patient’s Bill of Rights that protects people from these and other abusive practices.[FOR THE SPEAKER’S REFERENCE:�Consumer protections apply to all Americans in new plans. Other consumer protections in law include:-Annual limits to coverage are being phased out and will be banned in 2014.-You have access to an independent appeals process if you are in a dispute with your insurance company.-Insurers can’t charge an extra co-pay if you go to an out of network emergency room.-You can choose your own primary care physician in your insurers network, and you can see a pediatrician or an OB-GYN without a referral.]



 
 
 There are new plans in every state for people who have been 

locked out of the insurance market because of a pre-existing 
condition like cancer or heart disease.  There are 
approximately 10,402 people in California on this program. 

 
 “When I was diagnosed, they told me I had a 60 percent 

chance of being cured. That's pretty good odds, but I was 
also terribly worried about finances. Now I don't feel like we 
can't afford the treatment."  

 
   --Gail O.  

 
 
For more, visit www.PCIP.gov. 

 
The Law Increases Your Access to Affordable Care  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under the old system, no one got a worse deal than the 129 million Americans with pre-existing conditions.  When buying coverage on their own, insurance companies could hike their rates, carve out needed benefits, and, in many cases, lock them out of the insurance market altogether.  For people with potentially fatal conditions like cancer, this often meant they couldn’t afford the treatments that could save their lives. The health care law has given Americans who’ve been locked out of the market for their pre-existing conditions a new coverage option.  As a result, tens of thousands of Americans with serious health conditions across the country are now getting the health insurance they need.

http://www.pcip.gov/�


  

Providing new coverage options for young adults  
• Health plans are now required to allow parents to keep their 

children under age 26 without job-based coverage on their 
family’s coverage, and, thanks to this provision, 3.1 million 
young people have gained coverage nationwide.  

 

• More than 435,000 young adults in California have gained 
insurance coverage as a result of the new health care law. 

Two+ Years Later: The Benefits of the ACA for 
California 

http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/choices/young-adult-coverage/index.html�
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/features/choices/young-adult-coverage/index.html�


 
• The law protects all your guaranteed Medicare benefits. 

 

• You can continue to choose your own doctor. 

 

• Medicare costs have gone down in 2012.  With decreases in:  

--  The average premium for prescription drug plans (Part C)  

--  The deductible for doctors’ coverage (Part B) 

--  The standard premium for doctors coverage (Part B) 

  --  The Medicare Advantage premiums 

 

• The law adds 8 years to the life of the Medicare 
Trust Fund. 

 

 
 

Did You Know… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is a law that will benefit all Americans, whether you’re young or old, whether you have insurance through your job, through a government program like Medicare, or no insurance at all.  But the parts of the law that strengthen Medicare are especially important.For seniors, the health care law means better benefits, lower medication costs, and more affordable preventive care.  And as you think about the law, there are a few other key points to keep in mind. First, the law protects all guaranteed Medicare benefits.  No senior will lose a single guaranteed benefit because of the law.Second, you will have the same ability to choose your own doctor in original Medicare that you’ve always had.  That won’t change.Third, Medicare costs have actually been going down since the law passed.  This year [2012], average premiums for Part D plans are lower than they were in 2011.  And the Part B deductible dropped by $22 while premiums rose far less than was predicted.Fourth, seniors still have access to a strong Medicare Advantage program.  Since the law passed, enrollment is rising as the average premium is falling.Finally, the law is strengthening Medicare for the future.  According to the official actuary for the Medicare program, the law has added eight years to the life of the Medicare Trust Fund by cracking down on fraud and helping hospitals and doctors spend their dollars more wisely.  



1-800-MEDICARE 

Learn More 

http://www.healthcare.gov http://www.medicare.gov 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The health care law is a work in progress.  But it has already made huge improvements that over time will touch every American family in some way. The best way to learn more about the law and any of the new benefits I mentioned is to go to the consumer website healthcare.gov or Medicare.gov.  You’ll find information and plenty of resources you can share with your friends and family.  And of course, you can always call 1-800-MEDICARE. Thank you.



Contact Information 
 
 
Steven Wiener 
Regional Outreach Specialist, Region IX 
(415) 437-8518 – Direct Number 
steven.wiener@hhs.gov 

 
 

mailto:steven.wiener@hhs.gov�
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